POST 9/11: HARNESSING SACRED AND SECULAR WISDOM TO STOP FEAR AND INSPIRE A HOPEFUL FUTURE

Dr. Noor Gillani to Participate in Unique National Forum Around 10TH Anniversary
Innovative Program Explores ways to Break “Conflict Gridlock” to Create Peace, Sept 8

On Sept 8th and 9th, a diverse group of some of the nations leading thinkers from science, religion, arts, and business, will gather in N.Y. around the 10th anniversary of 9-11 to reflect on a new way forward, by sharing their wisdom through traditional stories both sacred and secular, and scientific discovery, to develop a shared narrative to help reweave the fabric of our society. 
To highlight the gathering, a unique public program, Searching for Answers and Wisdom in a Post-9/11 World, will be held at 8:15 to 9:30 p.m., Sept 8th, 2011, at the 92nd Street Y in NYC.
Moderated by Emmy Award winner Arthur R. Miller, and based on the Fred Friendly seminars engaging the audience. The event will include such panelists as: Dr. Stuart A. Kaufman, a MacArthur Prize winner and author of Reinventing the Sacred; Prof. R. Gustav Niebuhr, Dir. of the Religion and Society Program at Syracuse Univ. and former New York Times correspondent; Dr. Naresh Singh, world’s leading authority and advocate for Sustainable Livelihoods for the poor; Asma Uddin, prominent attorney and founder and editor-in-chief of altmuslimah.com; Diane Schenandoah, a renowned Native American artist; and Iya Amiebelle Olatunji, African American Matriarch and mentor (for complete list of panelists, see attached).  

“We are honored that Dr. Gillani has joined us. He and his Foundation and other activities related to wellbeing of needy children, global peace, interfaith understanding, and social justice represent cutting edge thought in Islam.  By weaving our threads together we expect a wonderfully strong social fabric to emerge,” said Ralph Singh, Chair of the Wisdom Thinkers Network, who has convened the gathering. 

As a Muslim, Dr. Gillani is very concerned about the emergence of Islamophobia since 911.  He believes that the much-tooted Clash of Civilizations is a myth; Islamophobia is not a result of it, but rather can create it if allowed to flourish. Both indicate, rather, a Clash of Ignorances which our media, Faith traditions and educators must counter through proper education of the citizens about religious and cultural diversity, and about pluralism.  Our world would be better with interfaith understanding and cooperation, and with respect for human rights and human dignity as in alleviation of poverty and human suffering, especially that of our children across the world, rather than with waging of wars.  “Unity in diversity through pluralism” is his motto.
“We feel that stories have the power to change the world – and we strongly feel that we have the power to change the course of civilization – move it from our the continuous downward spiral of anger and hatred, fueled by fear and ignorance, to a place of where we can all live in community together,” Singh said. 

The idea grew out of Ralph Singh’s life long quest to find a simple path to peace. 10 years ago, Singh’s place of worship, Gobind Sadan, USA, was torched, by four teens who thought the Sikhs’ turbans meant they were bin Laden supporters. While it was the first such hate-crime attack on a place of worship following 9-11, he offered a powerful statement of forgiveness transmitted through him by the great spiritual teacher Baba Virsa Singh ji which galvanized the entire region. His message of forgiveness was carried around the world, but unfortunately the national mood was not one of forgiveness, and so the message was not shared on national media. 
He then committed to finding ways to rebuild the broader community based on love and understanding so the hatred and ignorance that lead to such a senseless act would vanish leaving us with a true sense of community.  
“We need wisdom more than ever, to find a better way to resolve the global conflicts. And in our diverse world a single narrative won’t work – we have to find a way to honor everyone’s voice – whether we agree or not – so Wisdom Thinkers is committed to giving voice to wisdom by sharing our stories both sacred and secular to begin to light a path for a better world.” 

Dr. Gillani’s private PYAR Foundation is dedicated to the cause of children in distress around the world.  In search of a programmatic approach to promote children’s development through empowerment of the parents in his religious community, he developed a model of Islamic Humanism: Human Development to the Fullest Potential Based on the Quranic Concept of Human Being. As a bonus to him personally, it also defines the purpose of human life and the tools available to fulfill it.  He is active in the local Interfaith Mission Service and its program on Countering Islamophobia through Education (CITE). He is also active in global peace activity as a member of the Advisory Committee of the International Association of Educators for World Peace.  His professional work was in air quality research and teaching in academia and at a NASA research center.
People don’t feel their stories are being heard. They need to feel they are valued. Wisdom welcomes everyone, but leaves no room for hate.” 
Searching for Answers and Wisdom in a Post-9/11 World will be held at the 92nd St. Y (Lexington Avenue at 92nd St.) in Buttenwieser Hall, on Sept. 8, from 8:15-9:30 pm. The cost is $29.  For more information, a complete list of panelists and their bios, and to order tickets, please go to: http://www.wisdomthinkers.org.
ON 9/11 EVERYTHING CHANGED. OR DID IT?


Immediately following the attacks, Americans seemingly came together, conversations were more civil and religious institutions saw their attendance rise. But within months, we were back to “normal,” increasingly dominated by fear and narrow ideology. Are we destined to live in conflict or can sharing wisdom from both our sacred and secular traditions help break the gridlock and lead to better informed decisions for peace? How can we nurture our children to become engaged citizens and create a more compassionate, pluralistic, civil society? And what role can each of us play?


Moderator:
Arthur Miller, Emmy Award winning moderator of the Fred Friendly Seminars, and currently University Professor, NYU Law School

Convener: Ralph Singh, Chair, Wisdom Thinkers Network


Panelists:
 Karolyn Buys, international youth leader and conflict mediator

 James R. Doty, M.D, Founding Director, Center for Compassion and Altruism Research and Education at Stanford University

 Richard (Dick) Ehst, President and COO, Customers Bank, ranked 4th in the nation

 Dr. Noor Gillani, Chairman, Pyar Foundation and ret’d NASA scientist

 Rabbi Brad Hirschfield, Co-President Clal, popular Washington Post Commentator

 Dr. Stuart A. Kauffman, complexity theory pioneer, author of “Reinventing the Sacred”

 Rabbi Irwin Kula, Co-President Clal, Walter Cronkite Award Winner

 Dr. Nina Lynn Meyerhof, Ed.D., Founder, Children of the Earth

 R. Gustav Niebuhr, Professor and Noted Journalist

 Iya Amibelle Olatunji, African American Matriarch

 Carlos Portes, distinguished Latino representative and liaison at Ground Zero

 Diane Schenandoah, Native American artist and Wolf Clan Faith Keeper

 Dr. Naresh Singh, one of world’s leading experts in poverty reduction and advocates for sustainable livelihoods

 Asma Uddin, lawyer, and founder and editor-in-chief, altmuslimah.org


Sponsors:
A special Thank You to our sponsors, partners and friends, for helping to make this program a success.
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