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Introduction for A Portrait in Pluralism by Mansoor Ladha
Let me start by explaining why did I write this book?

First of all, I think there is an urgent need for such a book to explain who Ismailis are. I was asked this question in 1972 when I first came to Canada and I am still in 2008 be being asked the same question: Who are the Ismailis?

Who are the Ismailis? We are often being asked this question in offices, in work places, in conversations and in social gatherings, at cocktail parties, by colleagues, by friends and by associates. This book, I hope, will provide a brief, introductory answer to that question.

There was a time I was called a Paki on the street of Edmonton without any provocation, simply because I was of brown pigmentation. I didn’t respond to the ignorant person who rebuked me, but I pledged to myself that I was going to answer this man one day. Here is my answer: The Book.

Being a Muslim this century hasn’t been easy. We have had 9/11 and the Danish Cartoon issue, both of which have placed Muslims in the limelight. We have been called terrorists, hooligans, barbarians and given every derogatory name in the book.

Bin Laden and Sadam Hussein have been liberally using the word “jihad” to give legitimacy to their causes. Have their cases really represented the true meaning of jihad in Islam? The short and right answer to the above question is a resounding “NO”.

Therefore, the other reason for writing this book is to inform and educate the non-Muslim world, the society at large, that there are other Muslims, like the Ismailis, who, through their spiritual leader, Imam Shah Karim Al-Husayni Aga Khan, are quietly revolutionizing the world through his humanitarian agencies, doing work in international development and improving the lives of millions of people all around the world – all in keeping with the teachings of Islam!

While the Islamic militancy continues to flourish under Al Qaeda’s banner in Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan, the Aga Khan portrays another face of Islam through his humanitarian work in international development. The work of this Islam’s modern apostle has to be publicized, the community’s basic organization has to be narrated and some of the Ismaili beliefs and practices have to be described so that the readers get an insight into one of North America’s newest and unique immigrants: the Ismailis.

The world has to be told that not all Muslims are terrorists, that not all Muslims believe in killing and maiming others. There are other Muslim leaders, such as the Aga Khan, who through his world-wide community and international network of development agencies is attempting to improve the lives of people in Third World countries, through education, health, housing, architecture, economic development and cultural awareness. 
Some sections of this book will be very basic to Ismaili readers as they are especially written so that non-Ismaili readers can understand our traditions, practices and customs. This book, I hope, will add one more spectrum to Canada’s diversity, to multiculturalism, and portray Canada as a model of a pluralistic society in the world.

Now I would like to briefly touch upon the contents of the book. It has fourteen chapters, out of which three are written by university professors and academicians, among them is our distinguished Ismaili Prof. Ali Asani. I was also fortunate to interview  the head of the Uganda Asian exodus in Kampala. Fortunately for me, this guy, Roger St Vincent was in the habit of keeping a daily dairy of his activities. I tracked him down in Yugoslavia and interviewed him from there. That’s chapter two called Canadian experience in Uganda.

Roger Vincent’s No.2 man in Uganda was Mike Molloy and he has written chapter describing how the Uganda experience has influenced Canada’s immigration policy.

Then there is a chapter called Victims of Idi Amin where people who fled Uganda and are now settled in Canada are now describing their experiences when they left Uganda. In this chapter, we have the Canadian Ambassador to Afghanistan who is an Ismaili, Arif Lalani, who was two years old when his family fled Mbarara, Uganda, and Sherali Bandali Jaffer who was an MP at the time and who is Sen. Mobina Jaffer’s father.

Chapter Five is about the Afghani Ismaili programme started from New Delhi and how it was totally embraced by the Canadian jamat making it the most successful and the unprecedented immigration settlement programme in Ismaili history.

Chapter Six deals with the World Partnership Walk and its benefits to international development.

Chapter Seven is called Aga Khan as Defender of Islam under which there are subtitles such as Institute of Ismaili Studies, Aga Khan University, Aga Khan Award for Architecture, Al-Azhar Park, Cairo, Egypt, Ismailis in Central Asia, University of Central Asia.

Chapter Eight is on Canadian politicians.

Chapter Nine My life as a journalist, including an episode when I interviewed Hazar Imam in Dar es Salaam in 1970.

Chapter Eleven is On Pluralism and Ismailis and Chapter Twelve is on Reflections on Pluralism and Islam written by Prof Ali Asani.

Chapter Thirteen written by Prof. Earle Waugh on Aga Khan’s Pluralism and Canada’s Multiculturalism.

Chapter Fourteen Golden Jubilee is the concluding chapter.

And with that, I present to you, my friend, A Portrait in Pluralism, my humble contribution.
